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“What If?” Begins with
“l Don't Know”
Rabbi Rachel Heaps

This issue of The Covenant is special. Not only is it overflowing
with photos from our celebrations of Rabbi Cohen's 26 years
of dedication to Temple Jeremiah, but it also offers a glimpse
into the future of our community, led by Rabbi Rachel Heaps
and Cantor Lianna Mendelson, as well as our new Associate
Rabbi, Ben Rosen, and our temple president, Avi Greenfield,
among our other senior staff members.
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For that reason, it's fitting that the theme of this issue is

curiosity (sakranut); the virtue of immersing yourself in Perspective:
ongoing discovery — seeking understanding while remaining The Joy of Being
comfortable with uncertainty. Sakranut is woven into the Madrichim at T)

words on page 5 through the perspectives of Annabel, Julian,
and Sanya Glasser—J-Quest students and Madrichim—and in
Avi Greenfield's article on page 6, where he reflects on the URJ
Scheidt Seminar that took place earlier this year.

Annabel, Julian,
& Sanya Glasser

HIGHLIGHTS

As we continue to learn and grow as a congregation, |
encourage you to remain curious — make new connections, 7
explore budding interests, and immerse yourself in all that a
"Jeremiah Summer" has to offer. And in between events, feel
free to stop by and say "hil"
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12
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Leslie Landman

July 4th Pinchas Numbers 25:10-30:1

July 11th Matot-Masei Numbers 30:2-36:13 More

July 18th D'varim Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22 3 Summer Events & Programs
July 25th Va-et'chanan Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11 5  Welcome, Rabbi Ben Rosen!

8 ICYMI...
10 Celebrating Rabbi Cohen
13 Gratitude Shabbat
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August 1st Eikev Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 14 Committee Spotlights: Inclusion
August 8t Rlelh. Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 14 Social Justice & Advocacy
August 15th Shoftim Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9 _

August 22nd Ki Teitzei Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19 14 Sisterhood Book Club

August 29th  Ki Tavo Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8 15 Mazel Tov!

16 Acknowledgements
17 Donate to Temple Jeremiah
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SUMMER EVENTS & PROGRAMS

Stitch & Schmooze

Fridays, July 3rd & 17th and August 7th & 2Ist @ 10:00 a.m.
Suffs Adult Learning with Cantor Lianna Mendelson*
Tuesday, July 7th @ 5:30 p.m.

Chicago Dogs Game*

Thursday, July 9th @ 6:30 p.m.

Suffs (Broadway in Chicago)*

Sunday, July 12th @ 1:00 p.m.

Graeter's “Fun Raiser” (Northbrook)

Tuesday, July 14th @ 5:00 p.m.

90s Luncheon*

Wednesday, July 15th @ 12:00 p.m.

Trivia at Ridgeville Tavern (Evanston)*

Wednesdays, July 15th & August 19th @ 7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Dinner with Friends*

Friday, July 17th @ 7:30 p.m.

Jews in Canoes*

Saturday, July 18th @ 4:00 p.m.

Anne Frank The Exhibition*

Thursday, July 23rd @ 71:00 a.m.

Family Kabbalat Shabbat (6:30 p.m.) & J-Quest

Student Undernighter* (7:30 p.m.)
Friday, July 24th

Chat & Chew with Danny Glassman*
Tuesdays, July 28th & August 25th @ 12:00 p.m.
A Little Night Music*
Wednesday, August 5th @ 1:00 p.m.
Northbrook Days Meet Up
Sunday, August 9th @ 10:00 a.m.
Annual Pickleball Game*
Sunday, August 9th @ 5:00 p.m.
Sound Bath Meditation with Jay Taylor*
Wednesday, August 12th @ 7:00 p.m.
Family Kabbalat Shabbat with

Pet Blessing & Pup Cups

Friday, August 14th @ 6:30 p.m.

Welcome Back! Shabbat Dinner

with Friends*

Friday, August 2Ist @ 7:30 p.m.

Havdallah House Concert*

Saturday, August 29th @ 4:30 p.m.
Portillo’s Back-to-School Meet Up
Wednesday, September 2nd @ 5:00 p.m.

Conducted by
Temple Jeremiah's
own Aaron Kaplan!

*Register through our calendar

Dates and times are subject
to change. Check our calendar
for the most up-to-date
information and to register:
tinyurl.com/TJ-calendar

More upcoming events are
featured throughout this issue.

B’NAI JEHOSHUA BETH ELOHIM
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ISRAEL

ISRAEL SCOUTS
FRIENDSHIP CARAVAN

SOLEL <= LAKESIDE

Come join us for an evening of &/
song and dance with the Tzofim! \Y/

Temple

With collective excitement and joy, our . J.?f?fl""??

community joins together for an incredible Q’” C0 N G RE QARG

evening of music, dance, and Israeli culture. BETH SHALOM

A TEMPLE

BETH-EL

No charge - registration required
https://tinyurl.com/IsraelScouts2026

Tuesday, July 28th,2026  6:30pm-7:45pm
Location will be given in registration form

ANY QUESTIONS?
FriendsofilsraelScoutsChicago@gmail.com

DR. SEUSS COES TO THE OPERA

SATURDAY,

AUGUST 29TH GG =
1:30 P.M. SIS

MnmrTmmwthat% ‘m?%reen

3 i e
introduction m% Nz by JAM Orchestra.

$20
PER

T MARTIN
~——THEATRE

*We have a limited number of tickets.
Please register early to claim yours!
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“What If?” Begins with “l Don't Know”

There are moments in my rabbinate when | am reminded that
I have not lived every story.

A couple sits across from me as we prepare for their wedding,
and | find myself wondering: How do | guide them toward a
meaningful Jewish marriage when | have never been married
myself?

A parent shares worries about their child, and | wonder: How
do | help them navigate a journey | have never personally
experienced?

Early on, | assumed that experience was where answers came
from. The more life | lived, the more answers | would have.
And certainly experience matters. It teaches us, shapes us, and
gives us perspective.

But over time, | have learned something unexpected. Not
having already lived someone else's story can sometimes be a
gift. It leaves room for curiosity.

Instead of assuming | know what a couple needs, | get to ask
questions.

What do you admire most about one another?
What kind of home do you hope to build?

What Jewish values do you want to carry into your future
together?

Instead of assuming | understand a parent's challenge, | get
to listen.

Tell me what you're seeing.
Tell me what you're worried about.

Tell me what you hope for.

Again and again, | have discovered that some of the most
meaningful conversations begin not with answers but with
genuine curiosity.

The Hebrew word sakranut means curiosity—the willingness
to keep learning, to keep asking questions, and to remain
open to discovery even when certainty remains out of reach.
Our tradition understands this well. Some of Judaism's most
transformative  moments take place ba-midbar—in the
wilderness.

The wilderness is more than a setting in the Torah. It is a
spiritual condition. It is the place where familiar landmarks
disappear and certainty becomes harder to find. It is the place
where few have traveled and where no one can walk precisely
the same path twice.

It is also where revelation happens.
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The Israelites receive Torah in the wilderness. Again and again,
our tradition suggests that we are often most open to discovery
when we venture beyond what is familiar and known.

Perhaps that is because revelation requires a certain
spaciousness. When we are convinced we already know the
answer, there is little room for something new to emerge.
But in the openness of the wilderness—in the space between
what has been and what will be—we become available to
possibility.

Curiosity invites us into that kind of wilderness. Not because
uncertainty is comfortable, but because growth, learning, and
transformation rarely happen on roads that are already fully
mapped.

That is why | have come to appreciate three simple words:
I don't know.

Not as a sign of weakness. Not as the end of a conversation.
As a beginning. Because "l don't know" creates space for
something new to emerge.

It allows us to admit that the future may not simply be a
continuation of the past. It reminds us that there may be
possibilities we have not yet considered, perspectives we have
not yet encountered, and lessons we have not yet learned.

And once we acknowledge what we do not know, another
question becomes possible: What if?

What if there is another way forward?

What if healing is still possible?

What if this challenge contains an opportunity we cannot yet
see?

What if this relationship can grow in unexpected ways?

What if our community can become even more connected,
caring, and vibrant?



Every one of us encounters wilderness moments. A new
relationship. A changing family. A career transition. A loss. A
new beginning. A future we could not have predicted. In those
moments, experience can guide us, but it cannot provide
a complete map. We are traveling territory that has never
existed in exactly this way before.

And yet Jewish tradition offers reassurance. The wilderness is
not only where we feel lost. It is also where we discover who
we are becoming. "l don't know" keeps us honest. "What if?"
keeps us hopeful. Together, they invite us into a life of curiosity.
As summer encourages us to slow down, explore, and

encounter familiar things with fresh eyes, perhaps we can
embrace a little more sakranut.

WELCOME, RABBI BEN ROSEN!

and all who call it home.

each of you.

We can become more curious about the people we love,
more curious about the stories unfolding around us, and
more curious about what is still possible for ourselves and our
community.

After all, belonging begins with curiosity.

It begins when we stop assuming we already know someone
else's story and choose instead to ask, listen, and discover. And
perhaps that is true not only of one another, but of our own
lives as well. The next chapter may not be fully written. What
if that's exactly where possibility begins? ¥

Zhed

In Judaism, beginnings are sacred moments. Beginnings invite us to pause — to take a breath,
to honor where we have been, and to express gratitude for having reached this moment. As
| prepare to join Temple Jeremiah as your Associate Rabbi on July 1st, | find myself doing just
that — pausing with deep appreciation for the incredible opportunity to serve this community

From the very start, what stood out to me about Temple Jeremiah was the way that people
show up for one another — with care, authenticity, and a whole lot of joy! | could not be more
excited to be a part of this community and look forward to learning and growing alongside

My wife, Tess, daughter, Lilah, and | are incredibly grateful for the welcome already extended
to us, and we cannot wait to begin this next chapter at Temple Jeremiah.

e

Please see below for opportunities this summer to meet our new Associate Rabbi!

Tefilah & Torah Study at the Tatar Home*
Saturday, July 4th @ 8:30 a.m.

Adult Learning with Rabbi Ben*
Mondays, July 6th, 13th, & 20th @ 7:00 p.m.
Join Rabbi Ben as he begins his first adult
learning series at Temple Jeremiah!

Chicago Dogs Game*
Thursday, July 9th @ 6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Dinner with Friends*
Friday, July 17th @ 7:30 p.m.
Jews in Canoes*

Saturday, July 18th @ 4:00 p.m.

Family Kabbalat Shabbat (6:30 p.m.)
& J-Quest Student Undernighter* (7:30 p.m.)
Friday, July 24th

*Register through our calendar

Northbrook Days Meet Up

Sunday, August 9th @ 10:00 a.m.
Family Kabbalat Shabbat with

Pet Blessing & Pup Cups

Friday, August 14th @ 6:30 p.m.

Trivia at Ridgeville Tavern
(Evanston)*

Wednesday, August 19th @ 7:00 p.m.
Meet & Greet at the Vorona Home*
Sunday, August 16th @ TBD

Welcome Back! Shabbat Dinner
with Friends*

Friday, August 2Ist @ 7.30 p.m.
Portillo's Back-to-School Meet Up
Wednesday, September 2nd @ 5:00 p.m.
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PERSPECTIVE

JULIAN, SANYA, & ANNABEL GLASSER
J-Quest Students/Madrichim

The Joy of Being Madrichim at TJ

If you've been to Temple Jeremiah on a Sunday morning, you have probably
seen teens sitting alongside younger students during Kehillah, helping
teachers in classrooms, playing music with Cantor Lianna, and assisting in
the front office, among other activities. These teens are part of our vibrant
Madrichim program. Below, you will read the perspectives of three out of the

46 teens who participated in our Madrichim program.

My experience as a Wadricha started out
as fulfilling a request. T was asked +o be
a wusic Wadricha, even though T didn't
play guitar or sing. However, with the help
of Cantor Liawma and wy brother, T was
able to put those skills together duickly in
order to help out at the synagogue. Since
thew, this program has beew an amazing
opportunity to both teach and learn; I've
been able to help educate both the youmger
kids at J-Quest and the teens also in the
WMusic Wadrichim program.

Each Sunday, we either learn a few songs
together in our WMusic Madrichim group with
Cantor Liana, or we go and teach songs +o
the kids. But whether it is either of these
options, T find a strong sevse of community
in both. when T'm with the vounger kids, T
feel like T'm teaching such important values
through song. When I'm learning, T feel like
I'm vot only gaining the melodies, but also
the meaving and the history behivd each
song. The Wusic WMadrichim program has
really opeved up since last year to become
a makti-person and multi-grade-level group,
which has expanded our ability and influence
inside the sywagoague.

-Annabel
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As a classroom madricha, I've
had such a wonderful experience
playing, learning, and spending time
with the kids in my class. I've gotten
to know each kid individually, but
also been able fo share my love for
temple with the next generation of
students. Through this program, I've
found a new love for femple and a
way fo improve my Jewish identity.
I find that this experience has been
so meaningful and has helped me
connect with our community, and
also an opportunity to take on more
responsibility. These kids have taught
me how to be more creative, have fun,
and really enjoy temple.

—Sanya

Madrichim is the
Hebrew word for
guides" or "leaders."

Over the last year, three *hings stood out about
being a madrich in the J-Quest program:

1. Community

W hile being a madrich was great on its own,
somefhing that made it so much more fun were
the peop|e | was doing it with. The other music
madrichim were some of the nicest peop|e \
think I've met in my enfire life and H’wey elevated
the experience from just another activity into
something that | looked forward to each week.

2. Activity

| used fo be scared of leading a class, whether it
be with music or just in genero|/ but | found that
doing this program reo”y boosted my confidence
and |ec10|ership skills. In the begmning, my co-
leader would usually lead the class while | played
in the bockground. It was usuo”y because he
was used fo it, and | was a bit nervous. But as
the year progressed, | finally decided to step up
and lead some of the classes as well, something
| never knew that | would want to do, let alone
be copob|e of doing.

3. Connection

Of course, connection could mean a number of
H’wings, but in this scenario, | mean connecting my
love for music with my curiosity about Judaism.
Through J-Quest, | found a way to learn about
Jewish Hsfory and culture using some’rhing that
| already love to do, which | didn't know was
possible.

Five out of Five/ would recommend.

XXX XX

-Ju|icm
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AVI GREENFIELD
Temple Jeremiah's Presiden
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Holy Boldness and the Work of Belonging

Reflections on the URJ Scheidt Seminar

"Being welcoming is important. Belonging is the goal.”

This past April, | had the privilege of attending the Union for
Reform Judaism (URJ) Scheidt Seminar for Congregational
Presidents. This four-day, immersive leadership experience
is made possible through the extraordinary generosity of
the Scheidt family, and for 25 years it has helped incoming
synagogue presidents across North America prepare for one
of the most meaningful volunteer roles in Jewish communal
life. | returned home inspired, grounded, and more excited
than ever about the work ahead of us at Temple Jeremiah.

From the moment | arrived, | felt genuinely supported —
by the remarkable URJ team and by my fellow incoming
presidents. Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the URJ President, was the
first to welcome us. He spoke with conviction about the vital
work we are all doing to ensure a vibrant present and future
for congregational Judaism and the continuity of the Jewish
people. These are consequential times, he reminded us, and
every one of us has a role to play in making our communities
stronger. His words set a powerful tone for everything that
followed.

Over four days, we spent intensive time with URJ Board
Chair Shelley Niceley Groff, CEO Dr. Andrew Rehfeld, and
other senior Reform Movement leaders. We shared meals,
had candid conversations, and built connections | know will
last well beyond our presidential terms.

The seminar's central theme was building communities of
belonging, and it pushed me to think deeply about what
that truly means. Welcoming people matters, of course. But
belonging is something richer. It means every member of
our community feels a genuine sense of value, connection,
and meaning in their Jewish life here. That is the bar we
should be setting for ourselves.

We explored the sacred partnerships that make belonging
possible: among clergy, professional staff, lay leaders, and
volunteers. We talked about nurturing those relationships
with resilience, compassion, trust, and joy. One phrase
| kept coming back to was holy boldness. Building Jewish
community is sacred work, and it demands courage; the
willingness to innovate, to try new things, and to pursue the
outcomes our community deserves.

o8
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We also explored the profound difference between fundraising
and a true culture of philanthropy. Philanthropy is an act of
caring. It gives our members a chance to live their values and
deepen their connection to Jewish life and identity. The most
powerful realization | carried home was simple: | am not alone
in this work. None of us are.

When I think about the team | get to do this work with at Temple
Jeremiah, | feel truly fortunate. | am thrilled to partner with
Rabbi Heaps as she steps into her well-deserved role as Senior
Rabbi, and to welcome Rabbi Ben Rosen as our new Associate
Rabbi. Together with the extraordinary Cantor Mendelson
and our outstanding senior staff Danny Glassman and Matt
Rissien, we have a team of exceptional talent and heart. | am
equally excited to work alongside our newly installed Board of
Directors and Executive Committee, and deeply grateful for the
wisdom and enduring presence of Rabbi Emeritus Paul Cohen
and our other beloved emeriti, whose contributions continue
to inspire everything we do.

We stand on a remarkable foundation, built by generations of
dedicated leaders before us. It is an honor and a privilege to
continue that legacy. Temple Jeremiah is already a community
of belonging. Our work is to deepen it, expand it, and ensure
that every person who walks through our doors feels it. ¥

A
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K'ilu Intergenerational Shabbat Adventure

Tots, parents, and grandparents joined us on Friday, April 10th
for a special Shabbat adventure and dinner where the Torah
came to life through movement, song, and play! It was great
to see some familiar and new faces experiencing the magic of
K'ilu for the first time at Temple Jeremiah!

Creative Arts Shabbaton

Led by Cantor Lianna, our Creative Arts Shabbaton took place
i| on Saturday, April 25th at the Institute of Soil & Soul. Attendees
d enjoyed a singing circle with Elana Arian, crafting time, and
spiritual growth.

Brotherhood Jazz Night

On Wednesday, April 22nd, Brotherhood members traveled to
Uptown, had dinner at Fat Cat, and listened to live jazz at The
Green Mill!
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Confirmation 5786

Mazel Tov to our Confirmation Class of 5786!
Families, friends, and congregants shared in the
excitement of this significant milestone for our
students on Saturday, May 9th.

Buffalo Grove Pride Parade

We had so much fun at the 2026 BG Pride Parade on Sunday,
June 7th! In a world that often struggles with acceptance and
celebration of LBGTQIA+ people, Reform Judaism and our
Temple Jeremiah community have taken on the sacred task
of affirming that all individuals are created b'tzelem Elohim,
in the image of God.

Our insistence on celebrating Pride and LGBTQ individuals
is an embodiment of our core Jewish values: welcoming
the stranger, pursuing justice, and recognizing the inherent
holiness and dignity of every human being. We also
recognized and celebrated Pride on Friday, June 26th during
our Pride Kabbalat Shabbat.

Adult B'nai Mitzvah

Mazel Tov to our Adult B'nai Mitzvah students, who
were called to the Torah on Saturday, May 23rd.




CELEBRATING RABBI COHEN "Just a taste" of the recent celebrations we have had in honor

of Rabbi Cohen transitioning to Rabbi Emeritus and Senior
Scholar! Thank you to everyone who attended, helped put
together, and contributed in any way to these events!

J-Quest Block Party
Celebrating Rabbi Cohen

J-Quest students, parents, and families came
together on Sunday, May 17th, to celebrate
an incredible year, honor our teachers and
madrichim, and celebrate Rabbi Cohen. Then,
our teenagers headed to Six Flags for some
adrenaline-pumping fun!
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Kabbalat Shabbat

On Friday, May 29th, congregants and loved
ones gathered for a meaningful evening to
celebrate Rabbi Cohen’s dedication, leadership,
and lasting impact on our community. Our choir
and Nefesh Mountain lifted the sanctuary with
song during this special service.
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L'Chaim on the Porch

Saturday, May 30th was L'Chaim on the Porch, an evening of dinner, bluegrass
music, and celebration honoring Rabbi Cohen’s 26 years of dedicated service to
Temple Jeremiah. A few highlights include:

Havdallah with our clergy, senior staff, and Nefesh Mountain

A presentation by Michael Schack on behalf of the Building Interiors
Committee, which announced the rededication of the foyer to the Rabbi
Paul F. Cohen Community Space.

The Motzi led by the Cohen Family

Toasts and speeches throughout the evening

Parodies and songs

A video created by Julie Weinberg, Ernie Schubert, and Rusty Coleman

A performance from Nefesh Mountain

Great food and even better company!
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SPOTLIGHT ON PHILANTHROPY

LESLIE LANDMAN
Director of Philanthropy
leslie@templejeremiah.org

Many Paths, One Community—Meet Jessica Wayne

One of the things that makes Temple Jeremiah so special is that no
two members experience it in exactly the same way. Even within
a family, each person finds their own connections, relationships,
and ways to grow. This month, | am delighted to introduce
Development Committee member Jessica Wayne, whose family
reminds us that connection at Temple Jeremiah can lead to life-
defining paths. 2

Jessica and her family joined
Temple Jeremiah 13 vyears
ago seeking a warm Jewish
community and a place for
their children to begin their
Jewish education. What they
found was exactly that — and
so much more.

"We joined Temple Jeremiah because everyone was so welcoming,"
Jessica shared. "There is a great sense of community."

A Community That Grows With You

For Jessica, one of the most meaningful aspects of Temple
Jeremiah has been watching the unique ways she, her husband,
and their two children have each found their place.

Her husband, David, was looking for ways to support the Jewish
community and, in 2024, stepped into a leadership role by
joining Temple Jeremiah's Board of Directors. Jessica has brought
her professional fundraising expertise to the Development
Committee. Ella, now entering her junior year at the University
of lllinois Urbana-Champaign as a dietetics major, met one of her
closest friends through Temple Jeremiah — a friendship that has
grown into an important part of their family's life. And Rae, who
recently graduated from high school and will attend Columbia
College Chicago this fall to study Interior Architecture, developed
a deeper appreciation for Judaism through a Jewish Ethics course
offered by the Temple.

Reflecting on her family's experience, Jessica noted, "We've all
had a special experience as a family, but also each in our own
unique way."

Why She Said Yes

Jessica's decision to join the Development Committee is rooted
in both her professional experience and her genuine gratitude for
what Temple Jeremiah has meant to her family.

As a fundraising professional, Jessica has spent her career helping
nonprofit organizations build the resources they need to fulfill
their missions.
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She knows firsthand that
sustained financial support
is essential to maintaining

Bringing Fundraising
Expertise to Temple

meaningful programming and EGAGUUEUEESIEERS LS
more than 25 years helping

nonprofit organizations build

"I joined this committee JERRSIUCILCEIsIelielel-l)
corporate, foundation, and

a strong professional staff.

because the temple needs BESdls )
funds to remain a vibrant BLCRYCIENdTIE NIl A Ils
center for Jewish learning, IRGAGUEIENICHEUENITTE
prayer, and social justice," she missions across healthcare,
explained. "This committee [CEUCICHRUEERERCHT
helps ensure that Temple social services brings valuable
Jeremiah can provide these perspective to Temple

. . H 1
vital services for many years Jeremiah's Development
to come." Committee.

The Impact She Hopes to See
Temple Jeremiah's commitment to social justice is especially
close to Jessica's heart.

"I highly value the emphasis on social justice," she shared. "It
is so meaningful to have a place where individuals can come
together as a community to positively impact others around
them."

Her hope is that the Development Committee will help ensure
that Temple Jeremiah remains a place where people can
learn, pray, build relationships, and make a difference in the
world around them.

By strengthening a culture of generosity and support today,
we help ensure that future generations of families can find the
same sense of connection, friendship, and purpose that has
meant so much to hers.

Inaugural Supporters of the
Greetings and Remembrances
Book: The Wayne family
participated in Temple Jeremiah's

N SHANAH /7
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2020 | 5781

first High Holy Day Wishes Book in
2020 and has continued to support
the publication — now known as
the Greetings and Remembrances
Book — every year since.
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Join Us in Supporting Temple Jeremiah

Philanthropy is more than donations—it is the lifeblood
of our community. This year, 10% of our annual operating
budget relies on contributions beyond our members’ annual
community commitments.

Your support ensures that Temple Jeremiah continues to
be a vibrant center for Reform Jewish life—for worship,
music, education, social justice, and community programs.
It sustains our talented clergy and staff, maintains our
beautiful building, and enables meaningful experiences for
every member, today and for generations to come.

GRATITUDE SHABBAT

On Friday, June 12th, we gathered for Gratitude Shabbat to
celebrate another incredible year in the life of our Jeremiah
community. As we welcomed Shabbat, we joined in gratitude—
thanking outgoing board members, welcoming new leadership,
and celebrating members whose generosity has gone above
and beyond their annual commitment, along with our Covenant
Society members.

We also recognized all of our volunteers with a special
presentation of the Robert Goldberg Volunteer of the Year
Award. We were thrilled to honor our Volunteer of the Year,
Michael Schack, as we celebrated all who devote their time,
talent, and treasure to our community. This was truly a Shabbat
worship filled with gratitude.

A festive oneg followed the service and served as a chance to
continue gathering, connecting, and being together.

A
Temple
Jeremiah

The Joy of Belonging

With your participation, we can continue to grow our programs,
deepen connections, and create moments of joy that bring
our community together. Every gift, big or small, makes a real
difference.

For more information about ways to support Temple Jeremiah,
please contact Leslie at leslie@templejeremiah.org.

Please see our webpage for more details about our budget
and feel free to contact Danny Glassman at daniel@
templejeremiah.org with any questions. ¥
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Gratitude! Sustain! Strength! Appreciation! Community! Connection! Thanks!
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COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHTS

Visit our Inclusion Garden!

Our Inclusion Garden (est. 2025), has fresh flowers and plants
for the summer, thanks to those who attended our Garden
Party on Saturday, June 6th! Feel free to stop by and visit the
garden, which is located near the main temple entrance on

Happ Road. See below for photos from the party!

Social Justice & Advocacy

Feed the Hungry

Feed the Hungry (FTH) *Drop Off Only* will take place
on Sundays, July 5th and August 2nd. Please drop
off your lunches by 9:00 a.m. Moving forward, any
lunches you drop off must be pork-free. Questions?
Please contact Mindy Kurtz (cupermom@aol.com). To
sign up, visit tinyurl.com/FTH2526.

Feed the Hungry Packing Party

Want to do some good with other temple members?
Please join us for a Feed the Hungry Packing Party
on Fridays, July 3rd and 31st at 6:00 p.m.! We will
have everything we need to make lunches, you just
need to show up (and bring some friends)! Can't make
it? Please consider donating to support our packing
parties (on your Temple Jeremiah account, click
donate, choose Social Justice, and write "Feed the
Hungry" in the notes). As always, we are grateful for
any lunches you drop off.

Help Us Help Others

Temple Jeremiah's Social Justice Committee is here
to help you get involved in giving back! If you have
any ideas for additional social action programs and
advocacy platforms, please contact Dana Garbarski
(dana.garbarski@gmail.com).
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Sisterhood Book Club

Interested in joining Sisterhood Book Club?
Contact Randi Gurian
(randi.gurian@gmail.com).

July
The Family Tabor

By Cherise Wolas
Thursday, July 9th

FAMILY TABOR

CHERISE WOLAS
Set over the course of a single
weekend, and deftly alternating
between five family members,
this provocative, gorgeously
rendered novel reckons with
the nature of the stories we tell
ourselves and our family and the

price we pay for second chances.

August

The Hebrew Teacher
By Maya Arad

Thursday, August 13th
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Three Israeli women, their lives
altered by immigration to the
United States, seek to overcome
crises. In these three stirring
novellas—comedies of manners
with an ambitious blend of irony
and sensitivity—author Maya Arad
probes the demise of idealism
and the generation gap that her
heroines must confront.




On Celebrating a Milestone Birthday

Lee Anne Dame-Gordon; August 4th.

Annie Herbstman; July 1st.
Pam Fisher; July 1st.
Jeremy Tuchman; July 2nd.
Daniel Brown; July 4th.
Michael Pollak; July 6th.
Karen Sus; July 8th.

Janine Green; July 10th.
Sybil Stern; July 10th.
Arthur Sutton; July 11th.
Marvin Lutz; July 11th.
Jordan Sherwood; July 11th.
Ronald Kaplan; July 12th.
Herb Adelstein; July 14th.
Colleen Sobotka; July 16th.
Benjamin Wallis; July 17th.
Debra Auerbach; July 17th.
Kenneth Lorch; July 24th.
Anne Cohen; July 28th.
Dan Bellows; July 30th.

Michael Mobley; August 6th.
Shelly Trilling; August 7th.
Joan Golder; August 8th.
Benita Logiudice; August 9th.
Peter Spero; August 10th.

Sally Schlessinger; August 10th.

Judith Lazar; August 10th.
Rick Turim; August 11th.
Shari Brown; August 12th.
Randi Berger; August 13th.

Joseph Andrukaitis; August 13th.

William Lyerly; August 15th.
Trudy Jacobson; August 15th.
Jodi Levin; August 16th.

Paul Fisher; August 18th.
Jeffrey Wayne; August 19th.
Dana Jones; August 21st.
Joseph Tesher; August 23rd.

Mary Mages; August 3rd.
Micah Eimer; August 3rd.
Marc Winer; August 3rd.

Babette Sanders; August 24th.
Vincent Tomkiewicz; August 29th.
Amir Marouni; August 29th.

Michael Shinsky; August 3rd. Daniel Waitzman; August 30th.

On Celebrating a Milestone Anniversary

Joel and Sue Kaufmann; 60 years.
Jack and Adrienne Zaban; 60 years.
Janine and Stuart Green; 55 years.
Cynthia and Andy Miller; 45 years.
Terry and Holly Goldin; 45 years.
Bennett and Nancy Garfield; 45 years.
Peter and Lori Wolff; 40 years.

Barry and Randi Carr; 40 years.

Kurt and Marsha Link; 40 years.

Rabbis Debbie and Sidney Helbraun; 35 years.

Robert Salkin and Laura Weiss; 35 years.
Michael and Julie Revello; 35 years.
Brett and Pamela Goldberg; 30 years.
Robert and Dina Golden; 25 years.

On Becoming a B'nai Mitzvah

Ethan Wesley Harmon; July 25th. Ethan's parents are Alison
and Chris Harmon. Ethan's grandfather is Jerry Bockenek.

Nathan Jay Mogilner; August 8th. Nathan's parents are Ellie

and Geoffrey Mogilner.

Lauren and Jason Greis; 25 years.

Justin and Robin Sheperd; 25 years.
Chad and Melissa Feldman; 20 years.
Jessica and Joshua Eliscu; 20 years.
Michael and Allison Rothstein; 20 years.
Joshua and Halley Winer; 15 years.
Jessica and Eli Share; 15 years.

Lauren and Evan Pisick; 15 years.
Victoria and William Barnes; 15 years.
Matthew and Kara Graber; 10 years.
Peter Sutton and Sarah Tomasaitis; 10 years.

Matt Rissien and Brittany Silberman-Rissien; 10 years.

Seth and Ericka Kirschner; 5 years.

Samuel Swartz.

Oliver Kurtz Gilman; August 15th. Oliver's parents are Erin and

Jordan Gilman. Oliver's grandparents are Mindy and Randy Kurtz.

Jemma Reese Lebenson; August 22nd. Jemma's parents
are Carly and Matthew Lebenson.

Ari Cohen Swartz; August 29th. Ari's parents are Jori and
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

IN SUPPORT OF

Feed the Hungry
-Rachel and Marvin Siegel

IN APPRECIATION OF

Cantor Amy Zussman

For inspiring Beth Judea with
the Selah Choir

-Renee Klass

IN HONOR OF

Owen Berg

Son of Sara and Alexander
Berg, on the occasion of him
becoming a Bar Mitzvah
-Sara and Alexander Berg
-Lori and Gary Kash

Melissa Brenner

Daughter of David and Arden
Brenner, niece of Judy and
Jack Craven, on the occasion
of her marriage to Daniel Alter
-Arden and David Brenner

Allan Brodsky
-Joanne Keeshin

Caren Brown

On the occasion of her
becoming an Adult Bat
Mitzvah

-Alene Frost

-Debra Magad

-Diane Mehlman

-Liz Trager-Mendel and Scott
Mendel

-Betsy and James Weiss
-Laura and Bruce Zimmerman
-Amy Zussman and David Fell

Blake Maxwell Carr
Grandson of Randi and Barry
Carr, on the occasion of his
naming

-Randi and Barri Carr

Penelope Chardell
Granddaugter of Emily and Jeff
Chardell, on the occasion of
her birth

-Emily and Jeff Chardell

Cathy Cohen

On the occasion of her
becoming an Adult Bat
Mitzvah

-Susan and Ken Lorch

-Betsy and James Weiss
-Laura and Bruce Zimmerman
-Amy Zussman and David Fell

Rabbi Paul Cohen

On the occasion of his 65th birthday

and “rewirement”

-Diane and Brian Albert
-Caren Brown

-Randi and Barri Carr

-Kay and Bart Gordon
-Jamie and Bruce Hague
-Bonnie Horn

-Susan and Jules Joffe
-Judy Lazar

-Anne and Jeff Levin

-Liz Trager-Mendel and Scott
Mendel and Family
-Nancy and David Sarne
-Rachel and Marvin Siegel
-The Silverstein Family
-Mary and Jerry Weinberg

Eden Glassman

Daughter of Krystal and Danny
Glassman, on the occasion of her
becoming a Bat Mitzvah

-Caren Brown

-Melissa and Adam Celnik

-Alene Frost

-Krystal and Danny Glassman
-Susan and Ken Lorch

-Ronald and Susan Schinleber

Patti and Sheldon Greenberg
On the occasion of their 50th
wedding anniversary

-Patti and Sheldon Greenberg

Randi and Charles Gurian

On the occasion of their 35th
wedding anniversary

-Laura and Bruce Zimmerman

Rabbi Rachel Heaps
On the occasion of her birthday

-Caren Brown

Melissa Kaufman

On the occasion of her becoming an

Adult Bat Mitzvah
-Penny and Harlan Kowitt

Mia Kramer

Daughter of Sarita Schueller-Kramer

and Oliver Kramer, on the occasion
of her becoming a Bat Mitzvah
-Susan and Ronald Schinleber

Hannah Landau
Granddaughter of Cantor Amy
Zussman and David Fell, on the
occasion of her becoming a Bat
Mitzvah

-Geri and Michael Greenberg
-Bonnie Horn
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Rachel Levy

Daughter of Lisa and Steve
Levy, on the occasion of her
engagement to Adam Lieblich
-Caren Brown

Jackie Lutz

On the occasion of her becoming
an Adult Bat Mitzvah

-Alene Frost

-Ann and Peter Grant

-Debra Magad

-The Masters-Williams Family
-Betsy and Jim Weiss

-Amy Zussman and David Fell

Annette Willow Nofer
Granddaughter of Rabbis Debbie
and Sidney Helbraun, on the
occasion of her birth

-Caren Brown

-Melissa and Adam Celnik

Brayden Persky

Son of Sara and Lane Persky, on
the occasion of him becoming a
Bar Mitzvah

-Barbara and Allen Liebnick

Susan Schinleber

On the occasion of her becoming
an Adult Bat Mitzvah

-Alene Frost

-Laura and Bruce Zimmerman
-Amy Zussman and David Fell

Benjamin Silverstein

Son of Tanya and Jacob
Silverstein, on the occasion of
him becoming a Bar Mitzvah
-Tanya and Jacob Silverstein

IN MEMORY OF

Albert Abrams

Father of Sara Liebman,
grandfather of Adam Liebman
and Stephanie Schoenberg
-The Liebman and Schoenberg
Families

Henry Baron

Father of Roberta Mallon and
Michele Vold

-Julie and Kevin Becker
-Helen Brounes

-Arlene and Steve Drucker
-Steve and Tootie Fradkin
-Alan Harris

-Nessa Holzman

-Bonnie Horn

-Laurie and Bruce Kaden
-Sue and Joel Kaufmann
-Barb Kite and Charles Laurito
-Joan Litt

-Susan and Ken Lorch

Henry Baron (cont.)
-Frederick Cooperman and
Linda Millunchick

-Hershy Pappadis

-Emmy Rothschild

-Rochelle and Earl Rubinoff
-Mary and Jerry Weinberg
-Laura and Bruce Zimmerman

Allan Berk

Father of Wendy Baum
-Wendy and Richard Baum
-Gail and Brian Kayman
-David and Lori Ruskin

Esther Berman
Mother of Leslie Berman
-Leslie Berman

David Blustein
Brother of Rachel Siegel
-Rachel and Marvin Siegel

Jerome Braun
Stepfather of Philip Krause
-Jackie and Philip Krause

Howard Brenner

Father of David Brenner and
Judy Craven

-Elan Adler and Bill Johnson
-Julie and Kevin Becker
-The Family of Howard Brenner
-Caren Brown

-Elizabeth Blodgett and
Jonathan Don

-Nancy and Arnee Eisenberg
-Alene Frost

-Randi and Charles Gurian
-Lori and Gary Kash

-Amy and Scott Levin

-Susan and Ken Lorch

-R-Jay and Robin Marcus
-Kathy and Marc Mayer
-Hershy Pappadis

-Emmy Rothschild

-Dianne and Joel Rovner
-Cindy and Hal Schwartz

Marlene Brount
Sister of Sue Slutsky
-Sue and Allen Slutsky

Barbara Carr
Mother of Barry Carr
-Randi and Barry Carr

Bruce Cohen

Son of Doris Cohen, brother of
Jay Cohen

-Doris Cohen

Joel Cohen

Brother-in-law of Doris Cohen,
uncle of Jay Cohen

-Doris Cohen



Maury Cooper
Friend of the family of Ivy Green
-lvy and Cary Green

Randy Epstein
Son of Benita Logiudice
-Benita and Mathew Logiudice

Anne Felsenthal
Mother of Benita Logiudice
-Benita and Mathew Logiudice

Maureen Fields
-Elan Adler and Bill Johnson
-Caren Brown

Jason Fishbain

Son of Carol and Arnie Fishbain,
brother of Joel Fishbain

-Carol and Arnie Fishbain

Mark Friedman

Son-in-law of Doris Cohen,
brother-in-law of Jay Cohen
-Doris Cohen

-Shelley and Jay Cohen

Joel Goldhar

Herb Horn

Husband of Bonnie Horn
-Susan and Miff Ardell
-Bonnie Horn and Family

Barry Isaacson
Cousin of Alan and Ellen Toban
-Alan and Ellen Toban

Carol Mae Kaplan
Mother of Bob Kaplan
-Anne and Bob Kaplan

Jack Kaufman
Father of Michael Kaufman
-Sandra and Michael Kaufman

Jerome Kitzis
Father of Jamie Hague
-Jamie and Bruce Hague

Frederick Kramer
Father of Oliver Kramer
-Caren Brown

Phyllis Krause-Braun
Mother of Philip Krause
-Jackie and Philip Krause

Charlotte Migdow
Mother of Andi Srulovitz
-Ceil and Gary Rothbart

Jim Oliff

Husband of Margo Oliff
-Jackie and Joel Berger
-Lynn and Don Goffman

-Dave Molinaro and Cricket Weston

-Nanette Wollack
-Edith Zuccaro

Dick Patterson

Father of Scott Patterson
-Randi and Charles Gurian
-Alisa and Scott Patterson

Prudence Pistner
Mother of Betsy Rosenzweig
-Betsy Rosenzweig

Richard Rhodes
Cousin of Michael Mitzen
-Phyllis and Micahel Mitzen

Rosa and Dave Richtman
Parents of Anne Kaplan
-Anne and Bob Kaplan

Fanny Wolf
Mother of Jerry Wolf
-Jan and Jerry Wolf

Franklin Wolf

Son of Jan and Jerry Wolf
-Sara and Alexander Berg
-Teena and Michael Crane
-Judy Gutwillig

-Carol Hirschfield

-Nancy Hirschfield

-Jill and Jeff Meltzer
-Mary and Jerry Weinberg
-Sarah and Erick Weingart
-Jan and Jerry Wolf

Bob Young

Husband of Jean Young
-Barbara Gilbert-Koplow
and Mike Koplow

Bessie Zaiken

Mother of Phyllis Klapman
-Phyllis and Jim Klapman

Vbt (Upre!

*Donations received and processed

Husband of Leslie Goldhar
-Susan and Mark Israel

after May 31st, 2026 that are not listed
above, will appear in the next issue of
the Covenant.

Ruth and Sarah Labaschin Irwin Rozner

Samuel Goldhar
Father-in-law of Leslie Goldhar
-Leslie Goldhar

Robert Goldy
Father of Jill Goldy
-Jill Goldy and Mark Holtzer

Herbert Goodman
Uncle of Phyllis Mitzen
-Phyllis and Michael Mitzen

Robert Green
Father of Sue Weitzman
-Sue and Dan Weitzman

Beatrice Greenberg
Mother of Sheldon Greenberg
-Patti and Sheldon Greenberg

Harriet Gustafson
Sister of Benita Logiudice
-Benita and Mathew Logiudice

Lisa and Richard Hirschfelder
Parents of Susan Wise,
grandparents of Robin Sheperd
-Susan Wise

Jack Hirschfield

Nephew of Nancy Hirschfield,
cousin of Carol Hirschfield and Jill
Meltzer

-Nancy Hirschfield

-Jill and Jeff Meltzer

Daughters of Susan Schinleber
-Susan and Ronald Schinleber

Inaclarice Lander
Mother of Patti Greenberg
-Patti and Sheldon Greenberg

Mort Levin
Father of Joyce Suchsland
-Joyce and Michael Suchsland

Jerry Lidsky
Husband of Anne Lidsky
-Susan and Miff Ardell

Sydney Lieberman
Brother-in-law of Phyllis and
Michael Mitzen

-Phyllis and Micahel Mitzen

Suzanne Litvak

Mother of llene Abrahams
-Sue and Joel Kaufmann
-Barb Kite

-Susan and Ken Lorch
-Dianne and Joel Rovner

Samuel Magad

Father of Debra Magad
-Caren Brown

-Alene Frost

-The Family of Samuel Magad
-Phyllis and Michael Mitzen

Joel Meisles
Father of Jeffrey Meisles
-Patricia and Fred Lurie

-Holly Rozner

Harvey Rubenstein

Husband of Toby Rubenstein,
father of Lynne Sorkin

-Toby Rubenstein

Fred Schwimmer

Husband of Ellie Schwimmer
-Elizabeth Blodgett and Jonathan
Don

-Emmy Rothschild

Arthur Serck

Father of Susan Bersh
-Susan and Joel Bersh
-Patricia and Fred Lurie
-Therese O'Neill

-David and Lori Ruskin

Clarence Shapiro
Father of Jerry Shapiro
-Eunice and Jerry Shapiro

Julie Sorkin
Daughter of Bonnie Sorkin

-Bonnie Sorkin and Peter Alexander

Malka Tesher
Mother of Joe Tesher
-Dahlia and Joe Tesher

Berel Weisberg

Father of Toby Rubenstein,
grandfather of Lynne Sorkin
-Toby Rubenstein
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Making a donation to Temple
Jeremiah is a wonderful way
to honor a friend or family
member on their happy
occasion or to memorialize
a loved one. There are
specific funds you can make a
donation to that support and
enhance education programs
for youth, adults, and our
congregation as a whole. You
can make a donation in two
easy ways:

e Click on “Make a Donation”
at templejeremiah.org or visit
the Member Login section
and click on “Donate” to
donate online via credit card
or ACH/eCheck.

e Mail a check to Temple
Jeremiah, 937 Happ Road,
Northfield, IL 60093. Be sure
to include a note as to what
the donation is for and which
fund you prefer.
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Jeremiah Permit #269
The Joy of Belonging Skokie, IL

937 Happ Road
Northfield, IL 60093

Contains Dated Material

Phone: (847) 441-5760
School Phone: (847) 441-0202

An affiliate of the Union for Reform Judaism

Visit us at templejeremiah.org

718 perue

Temple Jeremiah is committed to being accessible
and inclusive for all of its members and for the
community. We welcome people of all ages, races,
genders, sexual orientations, and abilities. Temple
Jeremiah welcomes you as you are.

Grab a frozen treat with your Temple Jeremiah friends at our

i\/i -. Graeter's “Fun Raiser!"

Jeremiah

When Where

Tuesday, July 14th
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Graeter’s Ice Cream
1347 Shermer Rd.
Northbrook

Stop by and grab a bite at Graeter’s! A portion of the proceeds will go
back to Temple Jeremiah, and you’ll see some familiar faces while there!

Show this flyer while
you’re there!

144 = Questions ——

| Contact Matt Rissien
I"' matt@templejeremiah.org




