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The Covenant

Beginning Again, Together
By RABBI PAUL F. COHEN          
Senior Rabbi
rabbi@templejeremiah.org

Beloved Friends,

New beginnings are almost always a 
challenge and even frightening. Yet, for 
me there is always great excitement and 
anticipation for the next new opportunity. 
The pandemic has cast a huge shadow on 
our world for the past year punctuated by 
illness, loss, and grief. I know that we are 
all anxious to welcome the new beginning 
that will come when there is an end to the 
pandemic.

Our ancestors waited nearly 430 years for 
redemption from Egyptian bondage and 
their new beginning as a free people in their 
own land. The challenge and the fear that 
enveloped them is beautifully articulated in 
one of my favorite midrashim. The Israelites, 
finally freed from Egypt, find themselves 
seemingly trapped with the Sea of Reeds 
in front of them and the Egyptian legions 
bearing down on them from behind. But 
Nachshon, the son of Aminadav, a true 
leader was willing to step forward and 

literally take a leap 
of faith. He walked 
into the sea until 
the water washed 
over his head. It 
was only then that 
the sea parted, and 
the Israelites could 
journey forward 
safely to begin their 
new life.

The month of 
Nisan during which we celebrate Passover 
is actually the first month of the Hebrew 
calendar. It is one of four new years we 
celebrate. Imagine the great wisdom and 
creativity woven into our calendar. Every 
year we have at least four opportunities to 
begin anew. What great hope this inspires! 
We never have to be stuck in what may have 
become routine or even destructive.

Though we certainly do not have to wait, 
Passover reminds us that we are, each of 
us, on the journey to redemption, a new 
beginning. 

Ella Stern, Rachel Buchanan, and Claudia Hirsch volunteering at the Purim Carnival



� Editor's Note • � Perspective… from Danny Glassman
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By DANNY GLASSMAN

 There are always new opportunities that lie just beyond each 
minor setback. For every bunch of kale that doesn't develop the way 
you'd like, a new bulb is breaking through the soil in search of sun.

By KATIE BICK

Pandemic Technology: Our Bridge Into the Post-COVID World 



Pesach VII

Shmini

Tazria-Metzora

Achrei Mot-
Kedoshim

Weekly Torah Portions

� Perspective (con't) • � Weekly Torah Portions

IAC Israel Fun Fact:
Did you know...

IDF’s policies regarding LGBTQ+ soldiers are recognized as 

guidelines to ensure support for transgender soldiers.



� Monthly Mensch

 I think music can make everyone feel 
better. When I play instruments—either by 
myself or in my band—I always feel better. I 
know that the kids in the hospital will feel 
better when they have their own instruments 
to play and take home with them. 

Hitting the Right Note: Ryder Tiplitsky’s Musical Mitzvah Project

Ryder Tiplitsky

Ryder's Bar Mitzvah Concert Ryder performing his original song

Ryder Tiplitsky



� Checking in with: Brotherhood • Rabbi Cohen (con’t)

RABBI COHEN (continued from page 1)

 A new beginning is about being better so 
that this community can be better. What was 
true for our ancestors is true for us as well.

Persevering Through the Pandemic with Brotherhood
By RUSTY COLEMAN 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Join Brotherhood's mailing list
by visiting https://groups.io/g/tjbro



 COVID-19 Update

COVID-19 Operating Procedures Update
By 

RD

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Follow Us on Facebook!
Search Temple Jeremiah and click the "Like" button. So easy!

♥ ♥ ♥ 

♥ ♥ ♥ 



� Checking in on Temple Jeremiah's Budget • � Sisterhood Book Club 

Sisterhood Book Club

Thursday, April 8, 2021 ~ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
The Hotel Neversink

Thursday, May 13, 2021 ~ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Florence Adler Swims Forever

NOTE: We will be meeting through Zoom! Join us online at zoom.us/j/83947774073, Password: BookClub

Contact Vicki Siegelman at vsieg@gralynn.org for more information or to join.

A Report From the Treasurer
By

FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021

. 

FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022

TEMPLE JEREMIAH'S INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO

st



 Purim Carnival •  Purim Shpiel

Looking Back on Our Out of This World Purim Carnival
By SHIRA BRANDHANDLER

Celebrating Purim with the Mamma Mia Megillah



 

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE JEWISH TRADITION? 

WHAT DO YOU DO AT JEREMIAH?

WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO TEMPLE JEREMIAH?

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE TEMPLE JEREMIAH MEMORY?

 
WHAT DOES THE “JOY OF BELONGING” MEAN TO YOU?

 For me, the "Joy of Belonging" means being 
a part of a community that not only cares 
about its congregants (and shows it), but cares 
about the community and world around it (and 
shows that, too). 

Jill, Avi, and Zev Nutkis with Rocco

Jill, Avi, and Zev Nutkis



�  A Note from Cantor Amy Zussman • � Social Justice Opportunities

Celebrate Dr. Anne Lidsky with Temple Jeremiah 
By TH

TH

TH

Look Forward to These Social Justice Events
Feed the Hungry

   

Stay Up to Date 
with Our Calendar

To learn about upcoming events, visit: 
tinyurl.com/TJ-Calendar



� Lately Around Jeremiah

Purim Carnival  2.28.2021

everyone’s smiling faces, we know the warmth and 
connections amongst our congregation still exist. 

We'd love to share pictures of what's going on 
at your home as you stay in touch with Temple 
Jeremiah! Grandparents, share photos of your 
grandchildren. Families, share photos of you 

celebrating Shabbat, your kids interacting online 
with youth events, or your Passover celebrations. 

All photos are welcome!

Email your photos to:
katie@templejeremiah.org



Donate to Temple Jeremiah

2. 

 Antiracism Education with Jena Doolas

A Conversation with Antiracism Educator Jena Doolas



� Acknowledgments
IN SUPPORT OF 

Those in Need

IN APPRECIATION OF

IN HONOR OF

Josh Cogan

Dr. Anne Lidsky

 

IN MEMORY OF

Herbert Bass

Enid Cohen

Harriet Freedberg

Lyn King

Brenda Ross Laurito

Randy Main

 
Louis Sachs
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Serving our community faithfully - Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.
One Number, One Call, One Shalom

847-255-3520

Piano, music theory, vocal coach-
ing and Judaic tutoring offered 

by professional musician - Rabbi.  

*Your home preferred.

Cell: (609) 923-4836 or
E-mail: andybossov@gmail.com

Contact Nick Derkacz to place  

an ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2436



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Temple Jeremiah, Northfield, IL A 4C 01-1175

 A law firm concentrating its practice in  
estate planning, business succession 

planning, trust and estate administration.

Hamilton Thies & Lorch LLP
Bob Hamilton | Ken Lorch | Ryan Walsh 

Bill Fairbanks | Afton Gauron | Allyson Paflas | Robert Schur

200 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3800, Chicago, IL 60606 

P: 312.650.8650  |  www.htl-law.com

 
ARRANGEMENTS IN OUR 

CHAPELS OR IN YOUR HOME

PROUD PROVIDER OF THE 
TEMPLE JEREMIAH 

FUNERAL PLAN
 

847.229.8822 
chicagojewishfunerals.com

BRATSCHI 
PLUMBING

A Family Business Providing Complete 
Plumbing Service Since 1937

Licensed & Insured

(847) 446-1421
801 Oak Street, Winnetka 

www.bratschiinc.com

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Ph: 847.272.0700 | Fax: 847.498.4873 
info@lowerelectric.com | www.lowerelectric.com 

Licensed by the ICC - Fully insured and bonded

Lower Electric has helped thousands of 

businesses save money on their energy bills. We 

stand ready to do the same for your organization.

WE’VE NOW OPENED OUR OWN  
MORTUARY FACILITY IN NORTHBROOK

WE CAN NOW CARE FOR THE DECEASED MORE DIRECTLY  
STILL WITHOUT CHAPELS, WE WILL CONTINUE TO SAVE  

FAMILIES WHO CHOOSE TO HAVE FUNERALS AT GRAVESIDE, 
OR FROM THEIR SYNAGOGUE THOUSANDS!  

(WWW.COMPAREMITZVAH.COM)

 
3100 Dundee Road #801, Northbrook, IL 60062  
(Landwehr Rd., 1/2 block North of Dundee Rd.) 

630-MITZVAH (648-9824) www.mitzvahfunerals.com

SINCE OPENING IN 2010 WE’VE DIRECTED OVER 2,150 FUNERAL  
SERVICES INCLUDING MANY AT TEMPLE JEREMIAH

IllInoIs CanCer speCIalIsts 
Specializing in Cancer and Blood Disorders

8915 Golf Rd 
Niles 
847-827-9060

Dr. David Hakimian    www.illinoiscancerspecialists.com

Contact Nick Derkacz to place  

an ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2436



Temple Jeremiah is partnering with The Hebrew Union College – Jewish 

concerns of our civic life today, including race and identity, elections, 
prison reform, and religious voices on social justice issues. 

JUDAISM AND CIVIL SOCIETY: 
COLLABORATIVE COURSES WITH HUC-JIR

To register for one or more of these courses, visit:
huc.edu/HUCConnect
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